GRAND CENTRAL PART 2

REVIEW -

Tast Friday, Hewcastled€™s ppulent Civic Theatre was the vemne for the
premiere of Grand Central, a mew Australian musical with book, mslc and
lyrics by David Reewes. With five professionally produced musicals te his
credit, Reaves, along with Peter Pinne {afpeteon musicals}, is one of
Mustraliade™s most prolific compogers of original musicals. David
ReswresdE™® first musical, Seven Little Avstralians, is stlil the moat
commercidily supcessful original Australian musical of the last twenty
years produeced in Austrzlia. Row, with Grand Central, Pavid Reeves haa
produced another fine, original score. Reeweg' music 1s unigue for its
lyricism, sensitiwity and melodic orifrinality. In several outstanding
solos and doets, he ghifte the cime signatures and keys guite freely, with
great dramatic effect. When this is combined with polished ensemble wocal
welting and strongly zhythnic dance manbers, Grand Central emerges az 4
mmslcal on its way to success.

One of the &€ rulesde™ of the mousical theatre industry arpund the wordd,
iz that erigqinal stories seldom make hit musicals, Anether iz that
mnsicals are generally built on cedlaboration hetween a composer and IWo
or more writers. Reavesdé®™ haz hroken both of these xules to create Grand
Centzal. In the kands of 2 legser taleat, decision3 like thia would be
very risky. However, with Giand Central, Beeves has achiewed a high lewel
of creative snecess. Grand Central iz a bold, energetic, poignent and,
remarkably topiczl musical with mowving, criginal meloedies and saveral
foot-tapping dance nunhers.

grand Central iz about Cubans in America, & sometimes illegal immigrant
grouvp who find themszelwes a long way down the social hierarchy. As vecent
events have shown, the status of € illegalsa€™ who have come to America
in saarch of work, is a blazing hot issue. Grand Cenircal is set in the
recent past in Pablodd™=z Bar, ameng the grandeoy of New Torki=™s most
famous staticn. Pablo [Freddie Hemara) himself is a Cuban refuges. Early
in the piece he meets Maria, 2 saltry Cuban girl {beautifully plaped by
rizing star Maria Marculis}, wooa her (singing A2 ¥ou and TaE™ - a
stand-onat ooobker] and beginad to plan their life together.h Pable has
created a workd for other immigrante in Wew ¥ork where they can be
arcorded dignrity and reapect. These sentiments are powezfully expreszed by
Tyrone (Khalil Ehazwa) in 457 Cnhe Dayd€™ the openioy song of Act Two. Fablo
iz cohcerned about the plighl of other Cubanz and £ries to help them, a
declsion which hasz fragic conseguences. Along the way there are many
cpportunities for some Lig sohg and dance tumbers, with the Mayor af Hew
york arriving to offer Puble the chance to contribute te the fifrieth
annlversary celebrations for Grand Central Station. Despike 1ts tregic
etoments, the npsical ends hopafully 36 uplifted by Dawid Reevesse™
mnsic.

favid Keewvas superh, original score weaves all of these elements together,
ta cTeate

an entertaining, original weork with universal themes which Bustralians,
accustomed to the challenges of immigration, can readily appreciate.
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